
WILLS

Why should you make a will?
There  are  many  reasons  why  you  should  make  a  will  but  the  most  important  ones  are  that  you control who benefits from your 
estate and it gives you peace of mind that your affairs are in order.  My will writing service helps you to plan for the future; ensuring that 
your assets go to the people, places or causes that you want. Anyone over the age of 18 can make a Will and it is effective until you change 
the contents, destroy the Will in order to revoke it, or marry/remarry or enter into a civil partnership.  Since  2007  new  rules  mean  that 
the  survivor  of  a  marriage  or  civil  partnership  can benefit from up to double the inheritance tax allowance (IHT) if they are the sole 
beneficiary under a Will. 

Even if you already have a Will, it may be out of date or invalid because of:
• a change in family circumstances
• concerns regarding long term (residential/nursing) care costs
• marriage
• divorce
• acquisition of foreign property
• guardianship and children
• living together whilst unmarried

What happens if you do not make a Will?
Your estate will be distributed according to the Intestacy Rules – these rules decide for you who will inherit your estate. This may mean 
that relatives, other than those you wish to benefit, may also receive a share of your estate. It also adds unnecessary cost and worry to your 
family during an already difficult time. 

What should you include in your will?
Your  will  should  set  out  who  you  wish  to  be  your  executors – these  are  the  people  who  will  be responsible for making sure your 
estate is dealt with in accordance with your wishes. It should also set out any cash or specific legacies (such as jewellery or other personal 
effects) you wish to leave to particular people, and who you wish to be the main beneficiaries of your estate. Illegitimate and adopted 
children have legal rights to your estate, but step-children do not. 
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Problem estates
In families where parents are unmarried and have children things can be complicated if you do not have a Will. There is the potential 
for problems and not having a will can have devastating effects. There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  common  law  spouse  and  an  unmarried  
partner  would  not,  under  current law, be automatically entitled to anything from your estate. For single people it can be just as 
complicated.

Take the example of a man in his 50’s who died suddenly and did not leave a will. He  was  unmarried  and  had  no  children  but  both  
his  parents  survived  him.  After  his  death,  his estate was shared equally between his surviving parents under the Intestacy Rules. The 
problem was  that  his  biological  father  had  played  no  part  in  his  upbringing  and  had  not  seen  him  for  49  years.  It  was  the  
estates  responsibility  to  find  the  biological  father,  pay  legal  fees  and  meet  the costs of tracking him down. 


