
LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY

We all know that we should write a will, but too few of us know we should also consider a Lasting Power  of  Attorney.  Over  the  next  60  
years  the  average  life  expectancy  will  be  100  years.  It  is important  to  make  plans  for  your  old  age,  and  choose  someone  to  
look  after  your  affairs  if  you become unable to do so through mental or physical ill health.

By  2025,  more  than  1  million  people  in  the  UK  will  have  dementia,  according  to  the  Alzheimer’s Society.  One  in  five  people  
over  85  already  suffers  from  it,  with  rates  significantly  higher  among women  than  men.  Handling  your  financial  affairs  becomes  
virtually  impossible – which  is  why charities who care for the elderly recommend everyone plans ahead to ease the potential burden 
on their relatives. 

It is important to make a Lasting Power of Attorney in good time. It can be too late to make one if a person  has  lost  “capacity”.  The  NHS 
estimates  that  about  2,000,000  people  in  UK  have  lost “capacity” due to dementia, mental health difficulties,  brain  injuries  or  other  
illnesses  even  in  the prime of life. Providing you have “capacity” we will be able to help and advise you regarding making the correct 
Lasting Power of Attorney to meet your needs. 

If you do not have a Lasting Power of Attorney in place and later become mentally incapacitated, relatives  may  face  long  delays  and  
expense  in  applying  to  the  court  of  protection  to  get  access and take control of your assets and finances. 

What happens if you lose capacity and have no Lasting Power of Attorney?
• Sole and joint accounts may be frozen
• No bills are payable from frozen accounts
• There can be problems dealing with selling property
• Decisions on health matters can’t be made by your family
• It can take 5-8 months or longer for someone to get legal authority to manage your affairs.

You  can  make  a  Health  &  Welfare  Lasting  Power  of  Attorney,  a  Property  &  Financial  Affairs Lasting Power of Attorney, or both, to 
ensure you and your family are protected should you need assistance  managing  your  affairs  if  you  lose  capacity  in  the  future. Wills  
Jacobsen can give  you the right advice in order that you can make an informed decision as to the most appropriate course 
of action for you. 

Prices are very reasonable and start from £260 plus VAT for a single Lasting Power of Attorney. 
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